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Tue NationaL MEETING. 


The Annual Meeting opened on Wednesday morn- 
ing, with a good attendance of members, as might 
well be expected in so convenient a centre as Man- 
chester and with so good a programme. Unhappily, 
Mr. W. Woods, the President, was unable to be 
present, owing to recent family bereavement, and 
Mr. Salusbury Price, the genial president of last 
year’s meeting took the chair as Past-president. 
An early item of business is “ place of next meet- 
ing,” and it was decided that it be held in London 
next year. As a notunlikely, and décidedly popular 
choice, Mr. W. Hunting is elected President for the 
year. This isthe last meeting of the Association 
under the old rules, and the Vice-presidents elected 
are for the four branches of the new constitution ; 
England and Wales— 

Northern : 
Southern : 


Mr. W.A. Taylor. 

Mr. Stewart Stockman, 

Treland: Mr. P. J. Howard. 

Scotland : Dr. O. Charnock Bradley. 
The first includes the Midlands and the Northern 

Societies, with the N. Wales Association, with an 

estimated membership of 470; the second, the 

Southern Societies with the Eastern Counties and 

Lincolnshire (475, about). 


One apparent misunderstanding was made clear 
—as to membership: it is still open to new mem- 
bers to join, and for present members to continue 
their 10/6 subscription and to retain their member- 
ship of the National independent of the local 
societies. Also the Life members of the National 
will continue life members under the new consti- 


titution. The election of Mr. T. Salusbury Price as 
Life Vice-President concluded the first portion of 
the business. 

After a short visit, and a very pleasant welcome 
from the Lord Mayor, the discussion on General F. 
Smith’s paper on Veterinary Education proceeded, 
and was sustained until 1.30 p.m. Taking the 
paper, the discussion, and the essayist’s reply, it 
seems that some definite good must result, though 
there were many diversities expressed, some of 
which cannot be reconciled. 

“ Phalangeal ostitis ”” brought more concrete ob- 
servations under consideration, and here again it 


seems impossible that the information accumulated 
and its re-application to the questions raised by the 
paper can fail to help forward the long search for 
the causes of the troubles. 


WINDSUCKING AND CuRB. 


Last month we printed, in successive numbers, 
a paper upon “ Crib-biting and Windsucking”’ read 
to the V.M.A. of Ireland by Lieut. Col. J. Moore, 
and an article by Mr. Wallis Hoare upon the etio- 
logy and pathology of curb. Different as were their 
subjects, the two papers possessed much in common. 
In each case the writer dealt with a problem or 
problems still very far from settled, and, while 
treating the subject quite open-mindedly, plainly 
showed an inclination to question the most com- 
monly accepted opinions. In each case, also, the 
essay was avowedly written in the hope of inducing 
an interchange of experience and opinion ; and in 
this respect, unhappily, the results have so far not 
been all that could be desired. Lieut. Col. Moore 
certainly obtained a good discussion of his paper by 
the Irish V.M.A., but its subsequent publication 
only stimulated one correspondent ; and, so far, no 
one has even attempted to answer Mr. Hoare’s 
question of “ What is a curb?” 

Both papers deserved much more extensive criti- 
cism than they have received. Windsucking may 
not be extremely common; but surely such ques- 
tions as whether it is hereditary, whether the indi- 
gestion commonly associated with it is a cause or a 
result, and what part imitation plays in its spread, 
and well worth answering. Curb is not a very 
serious affection ; but certainly we ought to know 
what anatomical lesion it usually indicates. None 
of these questions can be called exactly settled at 
present ; but members generally do not seem to care 
to help towards their elucidation. 

Nevertheless, neither of the papers has been 
wasted ; for we know that both must have made 
some men think. We should have liked to see 
some of the thoughts recorded, and that may still 
happen ; but at least it is certain that some prac- 
titioners’ ideas regarding two important affections 
have been altered and widened. Another possible 
and a better result—the best result of all—would 
be if the papers lead some member to seriously 
take up the continuous observation of one or both 
conditions whenever opportunity offers, with a view 
to the future presentation of his experience and 
conclusions in essay form to an association. Every 
practice affords some opportunity for research on 
these lines regarding some subjects; most still do 
so with regard to curb and wind-sucking ; and both 
are subjects well worthy of such study. 
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TERATOLOGY. 


examination of the foetus was made. The muscular 
covering was very deficient, giving to the foetal con- 


In the early days of medical knowledge con-}tour an angular appearance. The nasal bones 
genital monsters were ascribed to occult and super- tapered to a’ pronounced apex, giving to the face a 
stitious influences. At a later period and following | canine look. The neck was very short and rested 
upon a closer study of the laws of nature, with the|on a rudimentary chest. The fore limbs were firmly 
assistance of scientific investigation, the laws of} adherent to the chest wall, their lower extremities 
Teratology were established. A certain school of| crossing in front of the sternum. The abdominal 
thought held in days gone by, that monstrosities | yiscera were very scanty and the parietes were 
were due to original malformation of the germ it-| almost adherent to the dorsal and vertebral spine ; 
self, that, indeed, there was a destructive hereditary|the latter was sigmoid in shape. The hind legs 


influence at work within the creative matrix. 


é ; i were rudimentary but not crossed. The tail was a 
The writer has come across in practice several stump about 2 inches long, which was rigidly 
cases in the same strains, of perverted development | fixed to the spine at right angles. Two py: 


ater 


which might almost be classified as monstrosities we were again called in to deliver another heifer, 
in the mildest forms and where heredity seems|and in this case we found a fetus practically 


to play an important part. i 
In the majority of cases, at least in well-defined 


dentical to the one just described. 
I then asked the owner (who, by the way, said 


and pronounced monstrosities, subsequent deforma- | he thought he was bewitched) if at any time his 
tion follows an originally well-formed germ, and| heifers were hunted or frightened by dogs, but he 
that from a variety of causes. replied in the negative, His son, however, said 

In the lower animals probably the most common|that two men slept all night in the quarry. 
are external injuries. The pregnant animal slipping This quarry is in the field where the heifers were 
up, falling over embankments and being hunted by kept, and they had with them a dancing bear, and 


‘« 


dogs. 


‘when he saw them at 5 o‘clock a.m. they were 


I might here mention that relatively speaking the| switching their tails and running about like mad 


largest percentage of cases met with in practice things.” 


occur in the cow and the ewe, and least often in 


From what the lad could remember this incident 


the mare. The reason for this is, I think, at least happened two or three months ago, in which case 
so far as external injuries are concerned, the|the mental impressions were reflected to the foetus 
tunica abdominalis in the two former is more loose} either during the third or fourth period. 


and less resistant than in the latter and conse- 


These three cases of dystokia were due to monster 


yng the gravid uteris is more exposed to outside | development brought about by mental disturbances 
orces. —at least so far as I can see. 


Diseases of the ovum and fetus: such as inflam- 


I should like to hear the records of other practi- 


matory diseases of the placenta, adhesions of the| tioners who may have had similar cases capable of 
placenta to the foetus (very rare in animals), self| throwing light upon this, I fear, neglected subject. 


amputations and attachment of false membranes. 


It would also be interesting to know at what period 


Impeded development of the fetus. This impedi-| is the blastoderm influenced most in the develop- 
ment z:=yv bs confined to a certain part or parts or| ment of monstrosities, Personally, 1 have always 
extended to many, the forces remaining concealed. | considered not before the second and not after the 

Emotional influences. These, by some autho-| third period of development. 


rities on the laws of Teratology, are denied, as 


W. M. Scort, F.R.c.v.8s. 








applied to the human subject and I dare say the 
same arguments would be raised in the case of the 


lower animals by many comparative practitioners.| ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS, 


There are, however, many arguments in favour of 
monster development through mental idiosyn- 
crasies. 

The gravid uterus is in very intimate touch with 
the central nervous system, so much so that severe 





UTERINE CANCER As A CAUSE OF CLOSURE OF 
THE CERVIX IN A Cow. 


Prof. Guillebeau, in 1899, established the fact 


fright has produced abortion; how much more|that uterine cancer is far from rare in the cow. In 

easily then would fright produce the lesser abnormal | most cases the evolution of such a tumour entails 

condition, é.e., a monster; for example, through im-| sterility, but that is not the constant rule. Wyss- 

peding the development of the foetus. It must also| mann now records (Schweizer Archiv.) the following 
remembered that during pregnancy the central| case, which he encountered in 1911. 


nervous system is in an abnormally hypersensitive 

condition, and therefore more impressionable to ex- 

traneous influences. In the writer’s experience this 

gg applies to primapare and especially to 
eifers. 

On January 24th, 1907, we were requested to 
deliver a heifer, the foetus en to be about six 
months, and beyond being of the monster type no 
further notice was taken of it. The following even- 
ing we had a similar message, and after delivery an 





The subject was a fine Simmenthal cow, seven 
years old and 280 days pregnant, which, though 
she had been making expulsive efforts for eighteen 
hours, had not accomplished parturition. the 
membranes had not yet ruptured, the owner sus- 
pected torsion of the uterus. The cow had eaten 
nothing that day; the udder was very tense, and 
the sciatic ligaments were greatly relaxed. The 
pee accouchements of this cow had been 
normal. 
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Vaginal exploration showed that the case was 
not one of torsion. The cervix uteri, at its entrance, 
permitted the introduction of two or three fingers ; 
at its further end, on the contrary, a single finger 
could scarcely pass. The wall of the cervix was 
hard. In attempting to dilate the cervix with his 
finger, Wyssmann caused a slight laceration which 
brought about a little hemorrhage. By aid of his 
finger he perceived clearly that the uterine wall 
adjoining the cervix, especially below and to the 
left, was hard and thickened. This digital explora- 
tion caused the discharge of a certain quantity of 
clear yellowish mucus. The fetus, two feet of 
which could be felt with difficulty, appeared to be 
dead. Rectal exploration revealed that the right 
horn of the uterus was extremely tense. 

Wyssmann, shrinking from incising the cervix, 
confined himself to prescribing injections of luke- 
warm saline solution. At the end of twenty-four 
hours the condition of the cervix was almost un- 
changed. The inferior commissure of the vulva, 
however, had become cedematous ; and the cow was 
making violent expulsive efforts. Anorexia was com- 
plete, and the intestinal peristalsis had diminished. 
The pulse was 92 per minute. All surgical inter- 
vention was abandoned, and the cow was slaughtered. 

Post-mortem, the genital organs showed nume- 
rous petechiw upon the vaginal mucous membrane. 
Upon the convex portion of the right uterine horn 
was an indurated region about 24-5 inches long 
and of the same width, greyish in aspect, greatly 
thickened, and beset with calcareous centres. The 
left horn, which bore no cotyledons, showed an 
indurated centre the size of a walnut near to the 
body of the uterus. The left ovary contained two 
‘yellow bodies." The anterior half of the cervix 
uteri was thickened, hard, whitish, and contained 
several caseous centres; and upon the superior 
aspect of this region was an ulceration about 
4-10 inch long by 1 1-5 inch wide, probably caused 
by the digital exploration. The uterus contained 
two calves, one perfectly developed, and the other 
sensibly smaller than the first. 

Prof. Guillebeau examined these lesions and pro- 
nounced the case a typical one of uterine cancer. 
Wyssmann raises the question of whether cancerous 
lesions were already existing when fecundation took 





place or had developed subsequeatly. He rather 
inclines to the second hypothesis. It is, however, | 
indisputable that the cancer had not prevented the| 
cow from carrying the calves to the term of gesta- | 


tion.—(Annales de Méd. Vét.) 


a } 
ForEIGN Bopy IN THE C2SOPHAGUS OF A Dos | 


Causinc CEpEMA OF THE HEap. 


Gaucet, a veterinarian attached to the abattoir | 
at Brussels, reports the case of a young collie of | 
only three months old which suddenly showed 
a swelling of the whole head He confesses that | 
upon examining the animal he hesitated to believe 
in the existence of this lesion, which was difficult 
to determine—the hair being very long, and Gaucet 
never having seen the dog before. 

The eyelids, however, were manifestly tumefied, 
and the eyes appeared sunk into the orbit. The 
owner believed the case to be one of contusion from 


a fall, or perhaps from malicious blows; but a 
minute examination enabled Gaucet to eliminate 
this possibility from the case. 

During the examination the dog was seized by a 
violent fit of coughing, followed by ineffectual 
attempts to vomit. Gaucet then thought of a 
foreign body, and carefully examined the mouth 
and pharynx without finding any evidence of such. 
Palpation of the cesophagus and the abdomen also 
gave negative results. 

Before leaving the dog, Gaucet gave a subcutane- 
ous injection of apomorphine, and thus caused the 
rejection of a partially divided caoutchouc ball. 
This medication seemed immediately to relieve the 
patent, which cased to cough. 

The next day, the edema of the eyelids had dis- 
appeared, and Gaucet could perceive an evident 
diminution of the size of the head. 

Gaucet regards the cedema as being probably 
mechanical in origin. The ball, in his view, had 
been arrested in the anterior part of the intra- 
thoracic tract of the cesophagus, and had brought 
about compression and obstruction of the jugulars 
and serous transudation into the regions situated 
above them. 

Gaucet remarks that this case, while not perhaps 
of great moment, yet deserves some attention from 
practitioners in considering suddenly appearing 
cedemas of the head. Usually these are attributed 
to urticaria, which is, moreover, often accompanied 
by vomiting, But urticaria gives rise, not to a 
diffuse cedema, but to patchy swellings which may 
certainly become confluent later, and which are 
generally noticed by the owner when isolated. 

It is necessarv to pay special regard to the possi- 
bility of a foreign body in the case of young dogs, 
as these are more prone to ingest foreign bodies of 
all kinds. In cases where a history and definite 
symptoms of a foreign body are alike lacking, 
Gaucet considers that it would always be useful to 
have recourse to emetics, as these are indicated 
both in urticaria and when dealing with foreign 
bodies.—(Annales de Méd. Vét.) W. R. C 





Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


EXAMINATIONS IN LONDON. 


At a meeting of the Board of Examiners held in 
London on July 12th for the Written, and on July 


16th, 17th, and 18th for the Oral and Practical 
Examinations, the following gentlemen passed 
'their Fina Examination :— 
| Mr. F. G. Buxton | Mr. W. H. Kirk 
V. Boyle . Knowles 
O.S. Gecothensd h 
O. Dixon 
K. J. S. Dowland 
J. Facer 
E. S. Farbrother 
J. Goin 
S. J. Gilbert 
W. P. Hamlyn 
A. C. Holl * 
Pv. Howard 
Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 
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EXAMINATIONS IN DUBLIN. 


At a meeting of the Board of Examiners held in 
Dublin on July 12th for the written, and on July 
18th, 20th and 22nd for the Oral and Practical Ex- 
aminations, the following gentlemen passed their 
Frnat Examination : 


Mr. T. Gordon | Mr. T. H. Kellett 
F. Roche L. J. mg 
E. W. Little T. McD. Kelly 
C. J. Ryan L. C. Maguire 
R. Burriss T. O'Leary 
J.J. ‘ove J. Quinlan 
H. E. A. L. Irwin F. B. Sneyd 
J. R. Jackson 


The following passed their Tairp Examination: 
Mr. B. J. Clancy Mr. J. P. McNally * 


D. J. O'Byrne J. J. Mills 

T. G. Browne * J.J. Pomeroy 

J. R. Ellison T. K. Reddin 

D. C. Greene * C. M. Stewart * 
M. FP. Hatch M. Twomey 

J. J. Hegarty 


The following passed their Szconp Examination: 
Mr. T. F. Donworth | Mr. P. J.Hayes 


S. Flood H. Jewell 

P. J. Gaffney M. J. Killelea * 
H. J. Lowe * W. E. Little 

I. C. J. Blake P. J. Mulcair 
W.A.I. Buchanan | O. D. Near 

F. J. Daly * J. O'Carroll 

W. G. Clarke W. P. Power 

H. Dolan M. J. Ryan 

C. P. Fisher 


The following passed their First Examination: 
Mr. P. J. Dunne Mr. J. J. Fitzsimons 


F. J. Ryan W. H. Heaney 

J.A. Brew * T. J. Kenny 

T. A. M. Finch * J. Mullaney + 

J. M. Culhame * M. A. Sexton * 
W. A. J. Flanagan T. F. Tunney * 
D. G. Grealy * A. B. C. White 


EXAMINATIONS IN LIVERPOOL. 
At a meeting of the Board of Examiners held in 
Liverpool on July 12th for the Written, and on 
July 17th and 19th for Oral and Practical Examina- 
tion, the following gentlemen passed their FivaL 
Examination ; 
Mr. A. L. D. Bunton | Mr. H. Sumner 
The following passed their Tarrp Examination: 


Mr. C. W. Elam * | Mr. A. P. Gateley 


The following passed their Seconp Examination : 


Mr. J. W. Beaumont Mr. G. Lloyd 





R. P. Holmes 
The following passed their First Examination : 
Mr. W. A. Berry Mr. T. A. Elam * 
J.N.P. Holt |" ST Jackson * 
C. T. Trevers | R. Watts 
T. A. Dobie 


Cuas. BLACKHURST, Loca] Secretary. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 


The quarterly Council Meeting was held at 10, Red 
Lion Square, London, on Thursday, July 4th. Present: 
Messrs. Simpson, Sumner, Mettam, Mulvey, Wharam, 
Dunstan, Stockman, Roberts, Almond, Woodruff, Gar- 
nett and W. Freeman Barrett. 

In the temporary absence of the President (W. Free- 
man Barrett) Mr. P. J. Simpson was elected to the chair. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

The officers were elected for the ensuing year :— 
President : Mr. W. Freeman Barrett. 

Vice-presidents: Prof. Mettam, H. J. Sumner, J. 
Dunstan, S. Wharam. 

Secretary and Treasurer : W. Shipley. 

Letters of regret for absence were received from many 
members of the Council, owing to the urgency of the 
recent outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease. The Secre- 
tary was unable to be present on this account. 


SECRETARY’S REPORT. 


I beg to present the list of new subscribers number- 
ing 36, bringing the total membership up to 235 which 
is an increase since my appointment of 125. 

I have attended meetings of the Southern Counties 
and the Lincolnshire Veterinary Societies. 

At your request the Annual General Meeting was 
held in Dublin and I have published the report in the 
professional journals, and am more than gratified with 
the result. Owing to the illness of the President, 
Mr. Slocock kindly occupied the chair. 

Our estimated expenditure to December next for relief 
is £105 6s., without considering any exceptional appli- 
cations or special grants, while we have in hand on 
Income account £97 16s 5d., in additien to which 
dividends from investments will be received. This will 
only just be sufficient to keep us square, and further 
subscriptions must be obtained to continue the work. 
I must appeal to you to further increase the subscription 
list, and also in some cases to increase the grants to 
some of our recipients to a sum of not less than 10s. per 
week. I feel that no widow or old practitioner should 
receive less than this amount. When we are able to 
grant this weekly sum, our expenditure in grants will 
be about £285 per annum without taking into considera- 
tion special grants in exceptional cases. We must also 
remember that our administration expenses are approxi- 
mately £30 per annum, while our subscription income 
for the last year was only £183. 

We thank the members of the profession in Ireland 
for their kind support, and beg of them to further 
interest themselves in our cause. 

It only now remains for the members of the profession 
in the wealthiest city in the world, who have not, so far, 
interested themselves on our behalf, to help us to make 
provision for their less fortunate confréres in the great 
struggle for existence, and in providing for the widows 
and children of their old college chums. 

Consols, ete.: The whole of the invested stock is now 
in the names of the three trustees, viz. Messrs. Stock- 
man, Shipley,and Garnett. £1,180 of Consols has been 
purchased with the legacy of £900 from the late E. Cole- 
man at 76 1-8th. 

Letters were read from General Pringle and Col. 
Nuthall, indicating that the officers or widows of the 
Army Veterinary Corps do not participate in the bene- 
fits of the Army Veterinary Corps Benevolent Fund. 

Several fresh applications for relief were considered : 
in two cases the applicants were not eligible. In one 
case a grant of 5/- per week was made, and in another it 
war postponed for further consideration, the present 
available income not being sufficient to allow of further 





Marked thus ¢ passed with First Class Honours. 
* Second 


” ” ” 


fresh grants being made. An increase to 10/-a week in 
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the case of one widow, an old 0 Br ogee was made and 
also in the case of a member of the profession who is 
suffering from incurable cardiac trouble. 

It was decided to make a reduction in the grant to 
one widow aged 85 in order that she should receive the 
full benefits of the Old Age Pension. 

It was decided to fully consider and evolve a scheme 
to meet the views of the practitioners in Ireland in 
order that they may have a small committee to work in 
support of the Council, especially as to the consideration 
and recommendation of deserving cases. 

Votes of thanks were accorded to the staff of the 
Royal Veterinary College of Ireland for their assistance 
po help in holding the annual general meeting in 
Dublin, and to the Royal Dublin Society for the loan of 
their Theatre for that meeting. 


New SussorisBers, April ist to June 30th, 1912. 


£ 8. 
W. Roots (Life member), London 10 10 
W. T. Brookes, Warwick Ez 
W. T. M. Browne, Naas 1 1 
J. H. Carter, Burnley 10 
J. F. Craig, Dublin 10 
J. B. Dier, East Grinstead 10 
J. V. Daly, R.I.C. Dublin 1 
Jas. Dawson, Enniskillen 10 
A. Higgins, Hounslow 10 
Anonymous, Blackburn 
Irish Central Vet. Assoc., Dublin 
Vet. Med. Assoc. of Ireland, Dublin 
W. A. King, D.A.T.I., Dublin 
R. W. Knowles, Wisbech 
G. H. Livesey, Hove 
G. Lockwood, Peterborough 
W.S. Mulvey, Chelmsfo 
. Mark, East Grinstead 
fitton, Brentford, Middlesex 
. B. Martin, Rochester 
. J. Moffett, Galway 
cTurk, Swaffham 
. J. Moore, P.V.O. Dublin 
. O'Connor, Ballsbridge, Dublin 
Jargill Patrick, Mullingar 
Whittlesea 

Louth 

Grantham 
Church Stretton 


oclhes) 


Sage 


Po 
mos 


>» ee 
. Kh. Routledge, 
. A. Rudkin, 

. Roberts, 
. Stuart, Hove 

.H. Truman, March 

apt. J.A. Todd, Worthing 

oseph Temple, Aberaman, Aberdare 
.H. Taylor, Darlington 

Geo. Wartnaby, Burton-on-Trent 
J.B. White, Harlow 

H. C. Wilkie, Pas de Calais 

H. G. Westgate, Peterborough 
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MIDLAND COUNTIES’ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The qpentete assembly of the Association took the 


form of a picnic to Trentham Park, and as ladies were 
invited the programme was enjoyable from many points 
of view. ednesday, July 10th, was the day set apart 
for the excursion, and the weather, fortunately, left 
nothing to be desired. It had been previously decided 
to leave the arrangements in the hands of a committee 
of local practitioners, namely, Messrs. R. C. Trigger, 
63 r of Newcastle-under-Lyme ; G. Smith, Tunstall ; 
J. W. Coe, Stoke-on-Trent ; W. T: rm mg 3 J. 

Allen, Burslem ; and W. G. Burnd Hanley. These 
gentlemen took it upon themselves to act as hosts on the 





occasion, and the invitations to lunch and tea were 
issued in their joint names. They had spared no pains 
to promote the comfort of all who accepted their hospi- 
tality, and it was no doubt some satisfaction to them to 
care that the whole company thoroughly enjoyed them- 
selves. 

The president of the Association (Mr. W. H. Brooke, 
of Handsworth) took the chair at lunch, supported by 
Mrs. Brooke and the Mayoress of Newcastle (Miss 
Trigger). Others present were: Mr. R. C. Trigger, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Coe, Miss Coe and Miss Hedge, 
Mr. G. Smith and Mrs. en Mr. and Mrs. W.Ta 
Mr. J.T. Allen and Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Bennett, an 
Mr. and Mrs. W. G. Burndred, Mr. and Mrs. H. J. 
Dawes, West Bromwich ; Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Duck- 
worth, Ashbourne ; Mr. and Mrs. Prince, Ashbourne ; Mr. 
and Mrs. J. C. Deville, Uttoxeter ; Mr. and Mrs. A. B. 
Forsyth, Cannock ; Mr. R. Over, Rusby ; Mr. and Mrs. 
F. W. Barling, Hereford ; Mr. O'Neill, es 
Mr. and Mrs. , Bemmceng Kidderminster ; Mr. R. Murray, 
Rugeley; Mr. W. G. Thompson, Stafford; Mr. 
Trigger and Miss E. Trigger, Newcastle under-Lyme ; 
Mr. Phillips, mE Mr. and Mrs. Trotter, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme ; Mr. and Miss J. Martin, Wel- 
lington ; Mr. and Mrs. T. Chambers, Dudley ; Mr. and 
Mrs. H. J. Pemberton, Bridgnorth ; Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Laithwood, Congleton ; Dr. and Mrs. E. Saxton, Trent- 
ham ; Mr. H. Newton, Stone ; Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Hut- 
chinson, Cheadle ; and Mr. E. J. Burndred and Miss G. 
Burndred, Hanley. 

After lunch, there were a few toasts briefly honoured. 
The president gave “ The King” and this was followed 
by the six hosts, also submitted from the chair. The 
president said that when those gentlemen were deputed 
to make the necessary arrangements for this summer 
outing it was not expected of them that they would take 
quite so much upon themselves. All, however, must 
acknowledge the kindness of heart that had prompted 
them to display such hospitality and it was a sure si 
of the harmony and good will that prevailed among the 
Association as a whole. One of their hosts was the 
Mayor of Newcastle, and it was something for the aa 
fession to be proud of that a great municipality like 
Newcastle should single out a veterinary surgeon who 
was not even a member of the Town Council to fill the 
important office of chief magistrate. It was also a 
unique fact that the deputy mayor was also a veterinary 
surgeon whom they were sq to see amongst them 
that day in the person of Mr. Trotter. 

The health of the hosts was very heartily drunk and 
suitably responded to. Mr. Trigger took the opportunity 
at the same time of thanking his fellow members for the 
support they gave him on the occasion of the recent 
election to Council. He said the result was a great 
triumph for the party of progress and would do much to 
further the object they had in view, which was to see 
the new Bill go through both Houses of Parliament. 

Mr. LarrHwoop proposed “The Midland Counties’ 
Veterinary Medical Association.” He said the Midland 
enjoyed a reputation which was to be envied by similar 
institutions, and whilst it remained as well man: as 
it was to-day that reputation was not likely to suffer. 

The PRESIDENT, in response, said this was his twen- 
tieth year of membership of the Association, and he 
believed it was doing a work, both socially, scien- 
tifically and professional nf 

The Hon. Sec. (Mr. H. J. Dawes) was also called 
upon to acknowledge the toast. He said he was proud 
to know that the Midland Association was second in 
point of membership only to the London Society. It 
was very often said in the profession that what the 
Midland Association did to-day other Associations did 


T. | to-morrow, which only showed they were regarded as an 


Association of considerable influence in the veterinary 
world. With regard to this particular meeting, he 
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expressed the appreciation which all felt at the kindness 
of their Potteries’ friends in entertaining them that day. 
He hoped some arrangement might be made whereby 
the summer meeting of the Association might always 
take the form of a picnic to which ladies could 
invited. Mr. Dawes concluded by proposing, in fitting 
terms the toast of “The Ladies.” 

This was acknowled by Mr. W. Trigger, and the 
proceedings at the luncheon table ended. The members 
remained in the pavilion to transact what little business 
had been placed upon the agenda. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

The Hon. Sec. announced that he had received 
apologies for unavoidable absence from the following 

ntlemen: Sir John M‘Fadyean, Professors Gilbert 

rling, Dewar, Macqueen, Penberthy, McCall and Hob- 
ay, Dr. H. Manley, Messrs. J. Malcolm, B. Devine, 
H. Thackera: , J. R. Carless, W. S. Carless, W. E. Ison, 
R. Over, N. Thompson, J. J. Burchnall, Barber, Wools- 
ton, Tipper, Hiles, Dayus, Brown, Hobson, Beddard, 
Thornton, Steward, Forwell, Cockburn, Franklin, 
Hughes, Parkes, F. L. Gooch, L. W. Heelis, G. Wart- 
naby, Bainbridge, Gresham, F. H. Gibbings, John 
Blakeway, Barton, Parr, Brookes, Reynolds, Grasby, 
Thomson, Ringer, Marriott, T. J. Brain, Woodcock, 
J. Blakeway, junr., Blunsom, J. A. Gold, Prickett, and 
others. 

Mr. CuirrorD, of Shifnall, was nominated for mem- 
bership of the Association by Mr. W. Martin. 


THE INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY CONGRESS. 


The Hon. Sgc. moved the following resolution stand- 
ing in his name: “That a sum of not less than £10 
per annum be subscribed out of the funds of the Asso- 
ciation for the next three years towards the cost of 
holding the International Congress in England in 1914.” 
He read a circular letter from Mr. S. Stockman appeal- 
ing to all veterinary societies, and also to individual 
members to subscribe, suggesting that it might be done 
either in a lump sum or in three annual subscriptions. 
At least £3,000 was required, and they were handi- 


this meeting. On the recommendation of the Hon. 
Sec. it was decided to invite Mr. R. Over to read a 
— on “Curb,” with special reference to his recent 
itigation on the subject. Mr. A. Over said he was sure 
his nephew would oblige, and an endeavour should be 
made to exhibit the horse that was the subject of the 
litigation. To meet the convenience of the essayist, it 
was also decided to hold the next meeting at Rugby. 

The members then re-joined the ladies and the after- 
noon was spent very pleasantly, various games such as 
bowls, tennis and croquet being indulged in. Tea was 
served at five o'clock, and this brought a most enjoyable 


entertainment to a close. 
H. J. Dawgs, F.R.c.v.s., Hon. Sec. 








AnnuaL Report oF Pustic HEALTH DEPARTMENT, 
City or Eprnsurex, 1911. [Abstract]. 


The work of the Veterinary Officer is not shown 
separately in this Report. It is there, but it is under 
the headings of “ Byres,” “ Dairies,” and “Meat In- 
spection.” The word “veterinary” does not appear 
from cover to cover of its 86 + 28 pages, thus presenting 
a distinct contrast to the reports from some of the 
cities in the Midlands and North of England. 


Cow ByrEs. 


During the year 9 => f premises were vacated, but 2 
or these were re-occupied, a a total reduction of 7 
byre premises, and a corresponding reduction of the 
cow population within the city from 2708 to 2446, ora 
net decrease of 262 cows. Asa matter of fact only about 
one-fourth of the milk consumed in the city is now sup- 
plied by cows housed within its boundaries while the 
remainder, about three-fourths of the whole, is brought 
by road or rail from the country, some coming even from 

igtownshire. 

Many of the cows, when newly bought, suffer from 
mange, and constant supervision is required to prevent 
this parasitic affection from spreading. There were 





capped in England through the State declining to sub- 
sidise the movement, as was done in other countries. 
The profession in England would not like to be behind 
other countries in the matter of hospitality, and they 
would have to put their hands into their pockets if the 
foreign visitors were to be entertained in a manner that 
anit do the profession credit. He (the speaker) would 
be glad, when the time came, to receive individual sub- 
scriptions and to forward them on to Mr. Stockman, 
who was acting as hon. sec. of the Organising Com- 
mittee. 

In reply to Mr. Trigger, the Hon. Sec. said the 
Association had a sum in hand of £178. 

Mr. TricGeR said this was an event that only hap- 
pened once in a generation, and it behoved them to do 
something handsome. The élite of the profession from 
all parts of the world would assemble in London for 
the Congress, and the credit of the veterinary surgeons 
of this country was at stake in this matter. He sug- 
gested that they should subscribe £50 to the fund, 
namely £20 this year and £15 for the following years. 
He appealed to their Hon. Sec. to amend his resolu- 
tion accordingly. The Association could well afford to 
be generous, and what was more the occasion de- 
manded it. 

The Hon. Sec. to do what Mr. Trigger sug- 
gested, and altered his motion accordingly. Mr. Trig- 
ger thereupon seconded it, and it was srepertes by 
several members, notably, Mr. Over, Mr. Chambers, 
Mr. Martin and Mr. Coe, and was carried unanimously. 


THE NEXT MEETING. 


no cases of anthrax or other contagious diseases among 
the cows during the year. t 

The disease most common among dairy cows is tuber- 
culosis, and this disease has always received the inspec- 
tor’s special attention. In order to assist and confirm 
diagnosis, microscopic examinations of expectorate, 
milk, or any form of discharge, are always had re- 
course to. 

A case occurred in which a cow’s udder was found to 
be invaded with actinomycosis and the organism was 
demonstrated in the milk poeengges 1 ay his animal 
was immediately ordered away, and is known to have 
been ultimately slaughtered in Sheffield. 

The following will indicate the extent of the work 
done during the year :— 

Inspection of Byres. 

Number of dairy byres in city 

re private byres in city 

a sale byres in city 
Total number of byre premises in city 
New licences granted during the year 
Licences withdrawn during the year 
Number of cows in licensed byre premises 2446 

private byres 14 

inspections of city byres 1158 
a es byres beyond city 20 

Cows were ordered to be removed in terms of the 
Edinburgh Municipal and Police (Amendment) Act, 
1891 :—Suffering from Tuberculosis, 27; Actinomycosis, 
2; Johne’s Disease, 1; Mastitis,1; Septiczemia, 1 ; 


owk |! wos 


» 
” 





As the usual meeting of the Council was not held, the 
question of the next quarterly meeting was discussed by 


Total 32. 
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These were sent to :—England 12 ; knackery 4; Leith 
slaughterhouse 8 ; Polmont 2; Wishaw 2; Edinburgh 
slaughterhouse 2; failed to trace 2; Total 32. 

OF the Tuberculous cows ordered to be removed from 
byres, tubercle bacilli were found :—In the expectorate 
in 16 cases ; in the milk in 6 ; (in both expectorate and 
milk in 4 cases) ; clinically tuberculous (no expectorate, 
and milk free from bacilli) 8: Total 30. 

Twenty-two samples of milk produced at dairy farms 
outside the City were taken last year in course of delivery 
in the City by the Inspector of the Health Department, 
and brought to the institute. The investigation was 
conducted by means of inoculation experiments on ani- 
mals, and the subsequent post-mortem examination of 
these animals. The Bacillus Tuberculosis was found 

resent in none of these samples of milk. This investi- 
gation of the milk supply is being continued during the 
current year. 

DaIRIEs. 

There were at the end of the year 446 names on the 
Register of Dairy keepers in the city, being an increase 
of only 1 during the year. In addition to the above 
there were 250 dairy-keepers supplying milk from be- 
yond the city boundaries. 

The more serious contraventions consisted in 7 shops 
having dirty milk-vessels ; in 3 occupiers pe their 
premises for drying clothes ; and one instance where it 
was sought to establish communication with a dwelling. 
Special attention has been devoted to boiling facilities 
for the thorough cleansing of milk vessels and the like, 
and wherever the premises seemed inadequately fur- 
nished with the means for obtaining a plentiful 
supply of hot water steps were taken to ensure that the 
appliances were at least conveniently available. 

The total number of visits paids was 3776. Premises 
ordered to be painted or papered numbered 101 ; pre- 
mises otherwise not in a cleanly condition 8; water- 
closets removed 6; earthenware sinks provided 7 ; 
additional boiling appliances introduced 20. 

The impossibility of administering the present regula- 
tions toattain results compatible with modern sentaeds 
has been frequently demonstrated, and the blame for 
delaying necessary reforms must ultimately rest upon 
our legislators. For several years now sanitary authori- 
ties have been indulging the hope that they were on the 
brink of securing fresh legislation, and their faith in its 
early arrival has largely prevented the amendment of 
local bye-laws being undertaken. 

Under the heading “Scarlet Fever” we find: “On 
the 12th December a scarlet fever patient, 30 years ot 
age, was notified to the Department and removed to 
hospital. She had sickened on the 6th of the month, 
and the rash was apparent on the 9th. It transpired 
afterwards that from the 8th daily on to and even at 
the moment of her removal to hospital she was visited 
by an unmarried sister, who was employed in a small 
dairy in the despatching of the milk. 

Although this person did not herself complain or even 
confess to the presence of any symptoms of the disease. 
yet her brother, living in the same house, was notified 
as suffering from scarlet fever, and removed to hos- 
pital on the 18th, or six days after the removal of the 
sister she had been visiting. 

The most of the damage done through the milk 
supply was confined to two large boarding establish- 
ments housing the pupils of one of the large scholastic 
institutions in the city. Altogether 41 cases occurred, 
and all of them fortunately recovered.” 

While I am glad to note the increasing use of bottles 
for distributing Se may I have serious misgivings re- 
garding the popularising of a | innovation which makes 
no pretence to secure the public confidence, and if em- 
ployees, when delivering, are to continue carrying cap- 
sules, and may thus tamper with the contents, it follows 
that the advantages will be largely negatived 





There can be no doubt whatever that the whole 
uestion of the milk supply calls for reconsideration in 
the light of modern trade developments, and the 
present day requirements of the consumer. So lon 
as it is possible, as happens at present, to retail mil 
in shops where the daily supply does not exceed three 
lions, so long will that commodity be regarded as 
ing, in more ways than one, of subsidiary import- 
ance ; the legitimate trade who specialises in dairy pro- 
duce will continue to suffer ; and the public will go on 
paying the penalty exacted by a too close adherence to 
an antiquated system. 
Under “Sale of Food and Drugs Acts,” it is stated :— 
With the express object of ascertaining the presence 
of preservatives in milk 25 samples were procured, and 
it is very gratifying to report that in no case was any 
trace whatever detected. It must be distinctly kept in 
mind that, in regard to milk samples, in practically 
every case, before the sample was ro preliminary or 
test samples had been procured and analysed, and it was 
only after adulteration had thus been determined that 
visits were paid and official samples taken. It is highly 
satisfactory to add that these corresponded to a remark- 
able degree with the test samples. |Skimmed milk 13, 
with 8 adulterated ; sweet milk 124, with 54 adulte- 
rated }. 
When an examination is made into a number of milk 
cases tried during the past year, and the records of 
some of the offenders, one cannot help being impressed 
with the fact that the amount of fines imposed seems to 
act rather as an incentive than a deterrent to unscrupu- 
lous traders. For example, we have no fewer than four 
persons, each with two previous convictions, tried and 
convicted for selling milk to which water had been 
added in amounts varying from 7 per cent. to as high 
as 16 per cent.—the following fines being inflicted, viz., 
£4, £7, £10, and £15 respectively. Now when we con- 
sider that the maximum penalty for a third offence is a 
fine of £100, it will be readily understood how the total 
inadequacy of the amount of fines imposed tends to 
encourage unprincipled persons to continue in their evil 


ways. 
tn contra-distinction to this it is exceedingly gratify- 


ing to report that the maximum penalty for a first 
offence, viz. £20, was inflicted on a wholesale dealer for 
supplying milk to a retail dairy keeper, which was 
certified to contain not less than 17 per cent. of added 
water. This is the first time in this City that the full 
penalty has been imposed under these Acts, and that the 
adulteration of milk to a great extent ceased immediately 
after the imposition of this fine, bears eloquent testi- 
mony to the efficacy of a substantial penalty. The 
continued unsatisfactory position of the law in regard 
to milk adulteration stands in the way of so much being 
done in regard to this matter as the importance of it 
demands. As a rule it is found that the amount of 
adulteration must be very considerable before a con- 
viction is obtained, and the number of these falls far 
short of what would follow if the indefinite standard of 
purity became a fixed one, and one which purchasers of 
milk had a right to obtain. 








A Tropical Veterinary Bulletin. 


The office of the Tropical Diseases Bureau_is now at 
Imperial Institute, South Kensington. In October 
next the sleeping sickness and kala-azar Bulletins will 
give place to the Tropical Diseases Bulletin, in which 
will published summaries of current literature of 
of tropical and sub-tropical diseases. 

A quarterly Tropical Veterinary Bulletin will also 
be issued by the Bureau. Communications should be 
addressed to the Director, Tropical Diseases Bureau, 
Imperial Institute, London. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


to 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


















































Anthrax. Foot- Glanders t+ i 
° Parasitic | Sheep} ; 
Pat een Bente ae (including Mange. | Scab. Swine Fever 
NF Outbreaks | Animals 2 ae ‘ SEER aaa 
aR Com.) Re. | Com.) Re. | Out-| Ani- | Out-  Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out-] Out- | Slangh 
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, 1911} 10 | 13 3 | 298 2; 8 54 | 1016 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, July 23, 1912. 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked: Essex 3, Hertford 1, London 8, Worcester 1. 


























ais 3 Outbreaks 

IRELAND. Week ended July 20 oa ae 64 ve: 8 36 
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( 1911 ty} 4 1 5 | @ 
Corresponding Week in j 1910 ... ose jue 3 4 Ses | oan 
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jima | 6 | 7 2] 3 44 245 74 | 1229 
Corresponding period in luo én 5 | 8 he | 1 2 43 339 62 1538 
at Se ee Ss ee m 59 302 73 | 1299 











Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, July 23, 1912 
Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 











Surgery of Abdominal Wall, 


The following notes are from an address by Sir 

red Pearce Gould, and refer to human surgery, but 
there are general principles and eng in practice in- 
volved which are common to all surgery. 

“When you are beginning abd<minal surgery do not 
try to do difficult operations through a keyhole ; wait 
for that until you have learnt to do them through an 


open door. hen you have acquired manipulative 
dexterity and a working knowledge of the geography of 
the abdominal contents, then undoubtedly you can 


shorten your initial incisions I remember a time when 
surgeons took great pride in the shortness of their incis- 
ions, and they published lists of cases classified accord- 
ing to the length of the abdominal incision and the 
mortality met with, as if these facts were closely con- 
nected. Happily we have outgrown that, as we have 
outgrown many other follies in connection with abdo- 
minal surgery. : aS a 
A great principle to follow in abdominal incisions is 
so to place them as to interfere as little as possible with 
the subsequent firmness and function of the abdominal 


Surgically, or rather, anatomically and physiologically, 
we ought to regard the abdominal wall as a muscular 

paratus. True, it is covered on the outer surface by 
skin and a layer of fat, which varies in thickness very 
much indeed : and it is lined internally with peritoneum 
and alittle fat between that and the muscle: but the 
essential part of the wall is its muscular apparatus. 
The abdominal wall is a protection and a support to the 
abdominal viscera ; it supplements in a very important 
degree the muscular contraction of the alimentary canal 











and of the eyny | and generative systems ; it plays a 
primary part in the movements of respiration; and aids 
the circulation ; it is the most powerful agent in the 
movements of flexion and rotation of the trunk, and in 
addition, by fixing the ribs, sternum, and pelvis, it co- 
operates in all the more vigorous movements of the 
limbs. The freedom with which surgeons now invade 
the sanctity of this great muscular apparatus, and do 
this as only a step towards the real goal of their opera- 
tions, might blind you to the extreme importance in 
our economy of this great muscular apparatus. Always 
think of the abdominal wall as one of the most import- 
ant muscles of the body, and remember that the aim of 
the surgeon in operating through the abdominal wall 
should be to make such a wound as will not injuriously 
interfere with this muscular apparatus or will interfere 
with it as little as possible. 

The first idea surgeons had was that they must choose 
for their incisions the least vascular parts of the abdo- 
minal wall, and they chose, therefore the middle line in 
front—the linea alba, or that other less well-marked 
white line on the outer side of the rectus, the linea semi- 
lunaris. I have known in our theatre valuable time 
consumed—first of all in dissecting a little bit on one 
side and then dissecting a little bit on the other side, 
because the surgeon had not come down exactly in the 
middle line between the two recti muscles. It was so 
important, he thought to be exactly in that middle 
line! Now, 1 want you to think of the linea alba not 
as the least vascular part of the abdominal wall, but as 
the great tendon of insertion of the six flat abdominal 
muscles, the blending of their aponeu an unyield- 
ing fibrous band upon the integrity of which much of 





their successful action depends. Nor is this all, for 
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many of the innermost bundles of the recti muscles are 
also inserted into the linea alba. You will remember 
how the aponeurosis of the internal oblique splits to en- 
close the rectus muscle, the anterior layer uniting with 
the external oblique and the posterior with the trans- 
versalis aponeurosis, and how the two sheaths of each 
side blend together in the middle line in the linea alba, 
which can be traced from the xiphoid cartilage above to 
the symphysis pubis below. A point I want particularly 
to draw your attention to is this: The linea alba must 
be thought of as a continuous fibrous band, with the 
six lateral muscles and parts of the two recti attached 
to it And every part of the aponeurosis which comes 
into the linea alba makes a pull and strain upon the whole 
length of the linea alba. We cannot divide the linea 
alba up into its various constituent fibres or segments 
and say that one portion of a muscle pulls upon a par- 
ticular portion of linea alba. Every part of the flat 
muscles which pass to the aponeuroses or which enter 
into the linea phe pulls upon the whole of the linea 
alba. Therefore any weakness of the linea alba is sure 
to be found out; the great muscular strain which is 
brought to bear upon it will cause it to yield and be- 
come inefficient, and the muscular apparatus of the ab- 
dominal wall be made correspondingly ineffective. 

In making abdominal incisions I advise you to observe 
two great rules—first, do not cut muscles ; and, secondly, 
do not divide motor nerves. The way to preserve a 
muscle is not to cut it across. If you separate muscular 
fibres they will lie side by side afterwards, and you will 
have done the muscle next to no injury. But when you 
cut a muscle across, its contraction tends to pull asunder 
the ends of the cut fibres, and if contraction takes 
place before union is firm it will lengthen and weaken 
the muscle, and very likely lead to the formation of a 
ventral hernia—a serious complication. The muscular 
tissue of the side of the abdomen is soft and easily 


separated, there is no question that the safest and best 
rile to follow in making incisions through the muscular 
part of the belly wall is to split muscles and never to 
cut them. 


THE CLOSURE OF THE WounND. 


You must have noticed that there is a great difference 
in the practice of surgeons in the way in which the 
abdominal wall is closed. Some pass sutures through 
all the layers of the abdominal wall in one thread, 
others close the wound by suturing up the important 
layers of the abdominal wall one by one. Both measures 
are successful, but they have their differences The 
method of taking all the structures of the abdominal 
wall in one loop of suture is the quicker plan, and when 
it is important to shorton the operation as much as 

ible, this method is to be preferred. But we must 
very careful in doing it that the sutures do really en- 
close the peritoneum, because it is all-important that 
the two peritoneal surfaces should be brought together. 
It is important, because the peritoneum is an exceed- 
ingly highly vitalized structure, and repair takes place 
in it with remarkable rapidity. The deep portion of 
the abdominal wall gets shut across and closed in, and 
the abdominal cavity protected from any leakage through 
the abdominal ste in a very few hours after the two 
peritoneal surfaces are brought together. And there is 
this other, perhaps more important, consideration—that 
only by so doing can we guard the patient against ad- 
hesions between the abdominal contents and the abdo- 
minal wall. Whenever the parietal peritoneum is not 
sutured accurately, and is not fully restored behind the 
scar, you may be certain that adhesions will form, and 
it may be that these abdominal adhesions will cause 
serious trouble in the future. 

The drawbacks to this method of closing the abdomi- 

nal wound are, that it does not restore the structures of 





the abdominal wall so completely or so thoroughly as 
you can restore them by suturing the different ony of 
the abdominal wall separately. It brings together all 
the structures—skin, fat, aponeurosis, muscle, peri- 
toneum, in one mass, and they are all welded together 
in one scar. A second drawback to it is that the suture 
is liable to be infected from the gertann, and as the stitch 

s from the skin quite through to the peritoneum, if 
it gets infected from the surface, the infection is carried 
by the suture directly down th all the tissues into 
the 


ritoneum, and so me invasion may occur. 
Such infection has often happened. 

The other way of suturing the abdomen is by sutur- 
ing layer by layer and trying to restore the structures as 
perfectly as you can to their original arrangement. For 
instance, you put one suture through peritoneum, sub- 
serous tissue and the deep layer of the rectus sheath, 
then a suture through the superficial layer of the sheath, 
a third through the skin and superficial fat, and a fourth, 
if you like, through the skin only. A suture like that 
obviously takes more time. It involves the use of buried 
sutures, which have their own particular perils ; but it 
secures a far more exact adjustment of the divided 
structures than can be otherwise effected. Having used 
both methods, I can say that my preference is decidedly 
in favour of the more complicated and more trouble- 
some way of closing the abdominal wall. I think that 
you get better and sounder scars by that means than by 
the other. That you can get scars by either method 
Ido not doubt. If you split the abdominal muscles 
instead of cutting them, it is foolish to enclose the 
muscles which you have taken care to split and not to 
divide, in a tight suture, a procedure which will certainly 
lead to fatty Taaenition and wasting of the muscular 
tissue, and the disappearance of the very structures 
which your operation has been designed to preserve ! 

There are two cautions I-would give you about these 
sutures; Do not use catgut; it is dangerous. Catgut 
may soften too soon ; I have known it do so. I have 
known it happen that a few hours after an operation 
the catgut sutures have disappeared and the abdominal 
viscera have come oyt through the wound. But what 
has happened more often is that they have come out 
underneath the skin, having escaped from the abdominal 
cavity itself. And that often leads to disaster, always 
necessitates another operation to close the wound 

in. 
I also advise you not to use a continuous suture. Use 
interrupted sutures for each of the five layers. It takes 
longer, I admjt, but the advantage is that each suture is 
self-contained ; it does not depend for its efficiency upon 
what happens to any other part of the thread, whereas 
in the other case the whole line of suture is dependent 
upon every individual portion of it. Use interrupted 
sutures, and then, if by any chance one should happen 
to get untied or softened, or if one should get infected, 
it is merely a localised failure, a localised injury which 
has been done, and not one which affects the whole 
suture. 

In conclusion, a word about the after-treatment of 
these cases. The one thing I want you to remember 
about the surgery of the abdominal wall is that this 
structure is essentially a great and important muscle. 
Now an injured muscle should not be subjected to early 
strain. The tendency is to think that when the skin 
skin edges are tolerably firm the whole wound is re- 
paired. That is a grave mistake. A very important 
muscle is involved in every incision through the abdo- 
mina] wall, and the full and complete repair of it is an 
extremely yen incident, and you must guard this 
injured muscle against undue strain. 

Let me repeat, then, that the abdominal wall is one 
of the most important muscles in the whole body. All 
surgical interference with it should be thoughtfully 
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and skilfully planned to preserve the integrity of this 
muscle and its nerves. The closure of the wound should 
be so conducted as to restore it to its original form with 
the utmost accuracy, and the after-treatment should 
aim at protecting the weakened muscle from all undue 
strain. 


“Genuine Milk." 


In the Justiciary Appeal Court on Friday, July 12th, 
before the Lord Justice-General, the Lord Justice-Clerk, 
and Lords Dundas, Johnston, Salvesen, Mackenzie, and 
Guthrie. The case was between Gilbert Scott, sanitary 
inspector, Airdrie, and Andrew Jack, Airdriehill Farm, 
by Airdrie. Mr. Jack was chargéd in Airdrie Sheriff 
Court with having on November 29th, 1911, sold sweet 
milk which was not of the nature, substance, or quality 
of sweet milk, in respect that it was deficient in milk fat 
and milk solids. He was assoilzied by the Sheriff, and 
an appeal was taken to the High Court of Justiciary. 

Sheriff-Substitute Glegg stated that the cows kept by 
the respondent were Ayrshires and crosses, and were 
selected as likely to yield a large quantity of milk. The 
respondent fed the cows so as to produce the largest 
yield of milk, and paid no attention to the quality. The 
respondent had dealt largely in milk in the Airdrie dis- 
trict for several years, and no complaints had been made 
as to the quality of the milk. The sample analysed was 
taken about 9.30, when the respondent was finishing his 
morning round. The milk had not been tampered with 
or adulterated, but was sold in the same condition as 
yielded. The Sheriff-Substitute held that the deficiency 
of milk fat and other solids was due to the method of 
feeding, which method was purposely adopted to pro- 
duce quantity of milk irrespective of quality. He 
further held that as it had been proved that there had 
been no abstraction of milk fat, of milk solids other 
than fat, and no addition of water, the presumption 
afforded by the certificate under the Sale of Milk Regu- 
lations, 1901, had been rebutted, and he assoilzied the 
respondent. 

The questions for the Court were whether milk con- 
taining only 2°57 per cent. of milk fat and 7°51 per cent. 
of solids other than milk fat, the deficiency being due to 
a method of feeding purposely adopted to produce 
quantity irrespective of quality, might be genuine milk 
within the meaning of the Sale of Milk Regulations, 
1901, and whether on the facts proved the Sheriff-Substi- 
tute was entitled to assoilzie the respondent. One pur- 
»0se of the action was to ascertain whether the decision 
in the English case of Smithies was to have effect in 
Scotland. In Smithies’s case the dairyman was con- 
victed of selling miik which was not genuine new milk, 
although what he did sell was liquid recently drawn from 
the cow and unaltered in any way. The cow, however, 
had not been milked for sixteen hours, and had absorbed 
some of the milk fat herself. On appeal, that conviction 
was sustained on the ground that the milk did not 
conform to the regulations. 

The Court differed from the conclusions of the judges 
in England, and held that the Sheriff-Substitute had 
decided rightly in holding that this was genuine milk 
and in assoilzing the respon tent. 

The Lord Justice-Clerk said the regulations enabled 
the prosecutor to throw the onus on the accused to 
proving no abstraction and no addition. To allow him, 
after the accused had discharged the onus, to demand 
that notwithstanding his having done so the regulations 
should be thrown overboard and a conviction obtained 
on Section 6 alone seemed to his lordship little short of 
persecution. The regulations being statutory, and some 
change being necessary, he thought that Parliament 
should be urged to make the alterations. 

Lord Dundas concurred. He thought the facts proved 
here excluded the regulations altogether. 


Lord Johnston (whose opinion in his absence was 
read by Lord Mackenzie) said milk in the sense of the 
statute was milk as got from the cow. What the statute 
struck at was the tampering with such milk by ab- 
straction from or addition thereto so as to render it not 
genuine milk. The respondent here had disproved 
either the abstraction of solids or the addition of water, 
and had therefore discharged the onus upon him. 

Lords Salvesen, Mackenzie, and Guthrie also con- 


urred. 

The Lord Justice-General said he had no vote, as 
there was no division among their lordships, but the 
result at which they had arrived coincided with the 
opinion which he himself had formed.—Scottish Farmer. 


c 


The Cost of Foot-and-Mouth. 

“Spero,” writing in the Live Stock Journal of July 
19th, says :—- 

“To one who suffered many years ago from the 
ravages of foot-and-mouth in herd and flock, the out- 
breaks of the last few years have naturally a peculiar 
interest, and a few words dealing with my own personal 
experiences in the days before the stamping-out process 
was resorted te may not be out of place at a time when 
so much anxiety is felt as to the possibility of the disease 
breaking through all restrictions and spreading itself 
generally over the country. 

As might be expected, after so many years of com- 
parative immunity, much ignorance prevails amongst 
the general public with regard to the true nature and 
effects of this disease. On looking back fifty years one 
can now see that the low-death-rate from foot-and-mouth 
was in itself a snare, for at that time, because it was not 
very fatal, it attracted little notice, and was not inter- 
fered with by the authorities. Consequently, its ravages 
were unchecked, and the losses inflicted quite incalcu- 
lable. The first time it visited my farm it made its 
appearance among the sheep, and scarcely one out of a 
large flock escaped. Only two or three died outright, 
but the loss of condition was frightful, and led to a 
disastrous lambing time. The dairy cows fell with it 
with results to their milking now well known to be 
ruinous, while all store cattle were about reduced to 
skeletons. 

By 1872 the date of my second and last experience, 
the serious nature of the distemper was officially recog- 
nised, and isolation was rigorously insisted on. At 
that time I was building up a herd of pedigree Short- 
horns’ A grand cow near calving died, also a very fine 
heifer calf intended for exhibition, and I need not say 
that the effect on the other stock was as bad as on the 
former occasion. As a rough estimate I should say 
that the two attacks cost me at least £700, and from 
that time onwards it is not surprising that I have been 
an ardent advocate for a policy of stern repression. At 
the present time I must admit that while the system of 
compulsory slaughter is unscientific, it is absolutely 
necessary in the present state of our knowledge. 


COMPENSATION FOR “ PEDIGREES.” 

“Questions as to the amount of compensation that 
would be paid in the case of an outbreak in a valuable 
herd or flock have been asked in Parliament, and answers 
have scarcely been satisfactory. It might happen in a 
herd worth, say, £10,000, and at market price the com- 
pensation paid would, on sixty head, be about £900 at 
most. We are told, however, that cases would be 
decided on their merits, but this is very vague. I once 
asked a valuer how he estimated the value of pedigree 
in cases for probate, and well remember his reply. It 
was: “Oh, I first value at current market prices, and 
then add 25 per cent. for love and affection.” . .. . 
The ened capital in valuable stock is not only a 
matter of great importance to themselves, but is also a 





national asset,” 
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PARLIAMENTARY. 
In the House of Commons.on Tuesday, July 23. 
New Bru. 
Mr. W. Gurxness (Bury St. es Opp.) explained 


and brought in a Bill to e provision for the 
use of anesthetics in veterinary operations.—The Bill 


was read a first time. 
Wednesday, July 24. 
Foot-anp-MoutH D1sEaseE. 


In reply to Mr. C. Bathurst (Wilton, Opp.), 

Mr. Runorman (Dewsbury) said : I regret to say that 
a report was received yesterday stating that foot-and- 
mouth disease existed on a farm at Westcombe, near 
Shepton Mallet. The Board’s Chief Veterinary Officer 
visited the premises early this morning and: found that 
12 animals were infected. The usual restrictions on the 
movement of animals and the holding of markets have 
—_ imposed on a large area surrounding the infected 
place. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 
Lieut. 8. Smith, late A.V.S. (T.F.) has been gazetted 
= i’ in the 3rd East Anglian (Howitzer) Brigade 








Facial Paralysis and Soundness. 


In the Newcastle County Court a case of some interest 
ye the above has just been decided by Judge 
Greenwell. A large firm of manufacturing chemists 
purchased from a local horse dealer a horse which was 
warranted sound, but which was afterwards found to 
be affected with facial paralysis. The question was, did 
that affection constitute unsoundness in the sense of the 
warranty. The judge said there was no question that 
the horse was warranted sound when the plaintiffs took 
it on trial, and again at the date of sale, mber 9th. 
Admittedly the horse had something wrong with its 
mouth, but the defendant explained to the plaintiffs 
that the horse was parrot-mouthed. Plaintiffs were 
later advised by a veterinary surgeon that the horse was 
suffering from facial paralysis, either congenital or due 
to accident. The plaintiffs had the horse at work, and 
were satisfied with it for at least three weeks before they 

id for it, and they worked it for a further period of 

ve or six weeks before anything transpired to make 
them doubt that the horse was sound. Then the horse 
was suffering from warbles, which were due to blood 
— and Mr. Clement Elphick was calied in. He 
had previously refused the horse when it was the 
property of someone else, but that was not conclusive 
evidence that the animal was unsound. Mr. Elphick 
advised the plaintiffs that the horse, because of the 
facial paralysis, was incapable of getting proper nutri- 
ment out of itsfood. But he (the Judge) having, on 
the invitation of both parties, seen the animal eat, was 
satisfied that after the horse had gathered up his food 
with the side of his mouth that was not lysed, the 
horse was quite capable of masticating it hike any other 
horse. He was also satisfied that the horse could drink 
poe: Certain other shortcomings alleged he 

ismissed from the case, because it had not been proved 
that they were there. 

Plaintiffs had, he said, not satisfied him that this 
animal was unsound within the meaning of the ruling of 
the superior courts : and, further, he was satisfied that 
there was nothing in the paralysis—which was merely a 
local affection—to render the horse incapable of doing 
the work for which it was bought. He had therefore 
come to the conclusion that the horse at the date of sale 
was not unsound, and judgment must be for the defen- 
dant, with costs.— North British Agriculturist. 





- GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
ir, 


I notice in The Veterinary Record for July 20th a welcome 
innovation, viz. the title and price of a Government publica- 
tion of interest to the profession. 1 think this is a very 
commendable improvement. 

I remember that I used to buy The Manchester Guardian 
in order to see the list of such books. I’m sure by giving, 
each week if necessary, the titles and prices of these, mens 
of which are of vital concern to us, you are doing an addi- 
tional good work for the profession. I think you ought to 
add the name or names of the Government publishers. 
They are, I believe, Messrs. Wyman and Sons, Fetter 
Lane, E.C. 

I have read carefally the law case about the Clydesdale 
filly, ‘‘ Sweet Bloom,’’ in the same issue. Eight eminent 
men on one side said she had ringbones, and eight on the 
other side said she was perfectly sound. I confess I am 
getting sceptical, and can you wonder at it. There is 
always room for honest difference of opinion, but however 
there can be such an example of it, for the public to read 
about, passes my comprehension. I don’t pretend to say 
which set of witnesses was wrong, but it is obvions one set 
was, they couldn't both be right in this case. No wonder 
Magistrates are often confounded in cases where Veterinary 
Surgeons are witnesses on both sides, and it is their testi- 
mony which the learned Magistrate has to decide the issue 
upon. How on earth an expert witness can swear that a 
filly is perfectly sound, whilst another states that he could 
‘* gee '? Ringbones is more than I can fathom. I’m thank- 
ful I have not the awful task of giving a “‘ just '’ verdict in 
such cases.— Yours faithfully, W. E. B. 


R.8.I. CONGRESS AT YORK, 
Sir, 

Please permit me through the medium of The Record to 
again call attention to theabove Congress. Veterinary sur- 
geons who intend to be present at the Conference of Veteri- 
nary Inspectors should note that according to the regula- 
tions governing these meetings ‘‘no resolution can be pro- 
posed at any sections or conferences unless sent to the 
Secretary of the section or conference in time for approval 
and insertion in the programme for the day on which it is 
to te proposed.’’ Failure to comply with this rule has fre- 
quently caused disappointment and annoyance to members, 
and this can be prevented by giving notice of resolution the 
day before the conference is held, viz., Saturday, August 3. 
The Conference is open to all veterinary surgeons.— Yours 
faithfully, James A. Dixon. 








Veterinary Societies - Addresses. 


Borper Counties V.M.8. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, m.8.0.v.s., Wigton 
Yon. Sec. (pro tem.) : Mr. F. W. Garnett, m.R.c.v.s., 
D , Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 


Guiascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. J, Gibson, 16 Overdale Gdns, Langside, Glas, 


Rovan Verermary Couiecz M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. 8. Gorton, u.n.c.v.s. Assist. Mr. T. J. Davis 


AssocuaTION oF VETERINARY OrrFicers oF HEALTH 
Pres; Mr. J. G. Reynard, m.x.c.v.s., Perth 
Hon, Sec. & Treas. Mr. A. M. Trotter, u.8.0.v.8., 
Moore Street, Abattoir, Glasgow 


NarionaL Verermnaky Benzvotent & Morvan 
Dezrence Sociery. 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, ¥.8.0.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, rF.z.c.v.s., 
Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.8.0.v.8. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


Victonra VeTermnaky Benevonent Fonp. 
Pres. W,F.Freeman Barrett, Esq. Fountain Ct, Temple, 8.c 
Hon. Sec. d Treas: Mr. W. Shipley, ¥.8.c.v.s. 
South Town, Great Yarmouth. 
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NATIONAL VET. ASSOCIATION 


Pres: Mr. W. Woods, F.3.0.v.s., Wigan 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, r.8.c.v.s. London, 8.W. 
Treas: Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, ¥.n.c.v.8.. 
Ryl. et . Coll., Camden Town, n.w. 
NORTHERN BRANCH: 
Lanoasuire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, m.8.c.v.s., 
Town Hall, Manchester 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. H. Stent, m.n.c.v.s., Preston-st, Hulme 
Hon. Sec. Mr. G, H. Locke, m.x.c.v.s., 


Grosvenor-street. Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 
Liverroot University V.M.S. 

Pres: Mr. J. T. Share-Jones, F.z.c.v.s., University, L’pool, 
Hon. Sec: A. Richardson, m.n.c.v.8., 111 Arundel Av., L’pool. 
Pathological Sec: Mr. D.C. Matheson, r.R.c.v.s. 

Meetings, May, July, October, January. 

Mipianp Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. W. H. Brooke, m.x.c.v.s., Handsworth 


Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, ¥.R.0.v.8., 
Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 


Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
Norra or Enextanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. R. Gibson, m.z.0.v.8. 
27 Marlborough-street, Seaham Harbour 
Hon. Sec : T. T. Jack, m.x.c.v.s., 3 Elmwood Ter, Sunderland 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
Nortn Wares V.M.A. 
Pres; Mr. O. Trevor Williams, m.x.c.v.s., Llangefni 
ffon. Sec. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.x,c.v.s., Carnarvon 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 


Sours DurHam anp Norts Yoresuire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Awde, ¥.B.c.v.8., Stockton-on-Tees. 


Hon. Sec. & Treas : Mr. J. H, Teylor, F.B.0.v.8. 
Grange Road, Darlington 


Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 
YorxsHirE Vet. Association 
Pres: Mr. A. MoCarmick, m.n.0.v.s., Kirkstall-road, Leeds 
Hon, Sec; Mr. J. Clarkson, m.8.c.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 


Hon. Treas : Mr. H. G. Bowes, F.8.c.v.s., 
106 Clarendon Road, Leeds 


SOUTHERN BRANCH: 


Centra V.S. 
Pres. Mr. R. J. Foreman, m.8.c.v.s., High Cross, Tottenham 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.R8.c.v.5., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres : Mr.E.H. Leach, r.n.0.v.s., The Chestnuts, Newmarket 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. Sidney Smith, Jurr., m.R.o.v.s. 
37 High Street, Lowestoft 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb., July and Sept. 
LincotysHizE V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. W. W.Grasby, m.R.c.v.s., Daventry 
Hon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. W. Townsend, F.8.c.v.s., 
Long Stanton,: Cambridge 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 


Roya. Countries V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. J. Mellett, m.n.o.v.s., Henley-on-Thames 
Hon. Sec. @ Treas: Mr. G.P. Male, m.n.c.v.s., Reading 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 
Sournern Counties V.S8. 
Pres: Mr. W. Hunting, r.z.c.v.s., London 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, u.n.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, x.2.c.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 
Sour Eastern V.A. 
Pres. Mr. James Crowhurst, F.z.c.v.s., Canterbury 


Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. Theo. C. Toope, m.x.c.v.8., 
34 High Street, Dover 


Westexn Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. R.J. Collings, u.n.0.v.s., Exeter 

Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, u.n.0.v.s., Bideford 

Hon, Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, M.B.C.V.8., Plymouth 
Meetings, ‘Third Thuraday, March, July and November 


IRISH BRANCH: 


Crentrat V,A. or TeLanp. 

Pres: Mr. J. Holland, m.n.c.v.s., Athy 

Aon, Sec. Mr. E. C. Winter, ¥F n.0.v.8., Queen-st., Limerick 
Treas; Mr. P. J. Howard, m.x.0.v.s., Ennis 


Connavent V.M.A 
Pres. Mr. D. Hamilton, m.x.c.v.s., Ballina 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. A.J. Moffett, m.n.c.v.s., Galway 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or [penanp. 

Pres; Mr, J. Howard, mu z.c.v.s., Ennis 

Hon, Sec: J.J.O’Connor, m.R c.v.s., R.V. Coll., 

Hon, Treas: Prof. J. F. Craig, M.a., M.R.C.v.8., 
R.V. Coll., 

Norts or Inenanp V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. H. McConnell, m.n.0.v.s., The Mall, Armagh 

Hon. Sec; Mr. J.8. A. Jordan, m.n.c.v.s., Belfast 

Hon. Treas; Mr. J. A. Thompson, F.8.c.v.s., Lurgan 


Dublin 
Dublin 


SCOTTISH BRANCH: 


Nortsx or Scottanp V.M.S8. 

Pres: Mr. W. McPherson, m.8.0.v.s., Huntly 

Hon, Sec. @ Treas : Mr. G. Howie, m.z.0.v.s. Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 


Royat -Scorrisn V.S§, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.8.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Merrorouitan V.M.S, 
Mr. James Peddie, F.z.c.v.s., Dundee 
Mr. A. Gofton, m..c.v.s., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 
West or Scorzanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. Macfarlane, m.n.c.v.s, 75 West Nile-st, Glasgow 


Hon. Sec: @ Treasr: Mr. Robert Mitchell, M.B.C.Y.8., 
1291 Argyll Street, Sandyford 


Meetings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January. 


Pres: 
Hon. Sec: 





COLONIAL SOCIETIES: 


British Coutumsrm V.M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Gibbons, m.R.c.v.s., Vancouver, 
Hon. Pres: Dr. Hamilton, m.R.c.v.s., Victoria. 
Sec., Treas., Registrar. Dr. T. Jagger, V.8., Vancouver. 


Care or Goop Hors V.M.8. 
Mr. J. D. Borthwick, m.8.c.v.s., Cape Town 
Sec. & Treas. Mr. R. W. Paine, F.R.0 v.s. 


Centrat Canapa V.A. 
Sec: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 
Ver. Assn. or Manrrosa. 
Dr. W. R. Taylor, Portage la Prairie 
Sec. @ Treas: Dr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 


Pres. 
Hon. 


Hon. 


Pres: 
Hon. 


Natau Vererrnary Mepicat Association. 
Pres. Mr. H. Watkins Pitchford, Govt. Bacteriologist, 
Pietermaritzbarg 
Sec. & Treas. Mr. J. B. Collyer, 


Hon. 
Vety. Inspector Natal Police, Pietermaritzburg 


Veterinary Association or New Sourn Waxes. 
Pres: Mr. S. T. D. Symons. m.8.c.v.s., Chief Inspr. of Stock 
V. Pres: Major A. P. Gribben, P.v.o., m.n.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec. & Tieas; Mr. Max. He: ry,m. R.¢.v.8., B.v.8c. (8YD.} 
56 Bridge Street, Sydney. 


Ontario Vv. A. 
Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., Loncon, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Ontario 


Transvaat V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr.C.E. Gray, p.v.s., Box 134, Pretoria. 





Meeting, Second Wednesday in Sept: Tunbridge Wells 


Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Conacher, g.v.s., Box 877, Johannesburg 











